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que funt oppefita, tranfpiciat, quafi per fencfiras lu-

cente Vitro aut fpeculars lapide obduétas— De opi-

ficio Dei, cap. v.
Iam,
SIR,
Your moft ebedient humble Servant,

J- Nixon.

LXXXI. An Account of an extraordinary
Cafz of the Efficacy of the Bark in the De-
Jirium of a Fever. By Nic". Munckley,
M. D. Phyfician to Guy's-Hofpital, and
E R S.

Read April 6. S the following cafe contains fome

1758- circumftances, which are curious
in themfelves, and which may be of fervice to be
known, I have thought it proper to be laid before
the Society. '

this charge between anno Chrifli 309, when Conftantine began te
reign, and 320. If he was then of a great age, he might have
compofed the treatife, out of which this authority is produced, and
which was one of the earlieft of his works, that are extant (Vid,
Sparkii praf. ad Lactant.), 40 years before, viz. about anno Chriffs
280 ; which brings us up to 209 years after the ovesthrow of Her-
culaneum, as above,

Votr. go. 41 On
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On Sunday the 4th of March I was fent for to a
gentleman, of about 30 ycars of age, who had been
for {fome days ill of a fever. I found him with a
degree of heat confiderably above what was natural,
and with a pulfe rather low, but quick, and beating,
as meafured by a ftap-watch, about a hundred ftrokes
in a minute. In this ituation he continued, without
any remarkable alteration, for the two following days ;
and, from the appearance of this difeafe, I imagined,
that it would not be {peedily terminated. On Wed-
nefday, the third day of my feeing him, I found him
Lowever much better ; his heat being confiderably
abated, and his pulfe being more than twenty ftrokes
in a2 minute flower than it had been the day before.
On this alteration, fo much in his favour, it might
have been theught he was growing well, had it not
been, that there was no appearance either by fweat
or urine, or on the fkin, by which it could be ima-
gined the difeafe was perfeftly judged. On this
account no alteration was made in his treatment
that day : but finding, the next morning, that he
had flept well the preceding night, and that his pulfe
continued quiet, being no more than 74 firokes in a
minute, he was allowed to get up in the evening, to
have his bed made; and I fhould have thought him
well, had not every appearance of a critical feparation
been flill wanting. QOn this account, I thought him
to be very liable to a return of his fever ; and there-
fore, when early the next morning I was informed,
that he had been without any fleep, and quite deli-
rious, the whole night, I was not greatly alarmed,
as thinking he had a feverith paroxy{m, to which the
bark would probably put an ¢end.  When I faw him
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that morning, I found him very delirious; but, to
my great furprife, quite free from all kind of fever
whatever ; his pulfe being then as calm as it had
been the preceding day. In this condition he re-
mained all that day, and the following night; nothing,
that was attempted to relieve him, having done him
the leaft fervice: on the contrary, his delirium in-
creafed fo much, as to make it very difficult for the
attendants to keep him in bed. The next morning
he was much as he had been the day before; his
imagination continuing greatly difturbed, and he at
times laughing, and playing antic tricks, and ufing
geftures the moft oppofite to his common demeanour
when well; and which, tho’ the pulfe had not been
fo perfe&tly quiet, had more the appearance of a
mania, than of the delirium of a fever. - In this un-
happy fituation, there was but one thing, which
feemed likely to bring the affair to a fpeedy deter~
‘mination: this it was proper to attempt, tho’ the
indications for it were very obfcure, and the event
~perfe@tly uncertain.  On recollecting the time of this
delirium’s coming on, which was about 36 hours
after the pulfe had grown quiet; and perceiving, that
‘one glafs of the water, which had been made in the
night, was thick, and feemed difpofed to drop a fedi-
‘ment ; there was fome reafon to fufpe@, and indeed
to hope, that tho’ the pulfe had been perfe@ly calm
during the whole time of the delirium, there was
fomething of the fever ftill at the bottom of this
complaint. From thefe indications, obfcure as they
were, it was judged proper to make a trial of the
bark ; which was accordingly ordered to be taken
immediately, and to be repeated every two hours.
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This method fucceeded beyond what could have
been imagined; infomuch that it was obfervable,
even by the attendants on this gentleman, that his
mind came evidently more and more to itfelf after
every dofe: and in the evening, after he had takeén
fix drachms, his urine grew thick, and dropt a late-
ritious fediment ; and, excepting the weaknefs natu-
rally confequent on fuch violent emotions as he had
undergone, both of mind and body, he was as well
as ever he had been in his life. He hath repeated
the bark at proper intervals, as is ufual after inter-
‘mittent fevers, and continues to this day perfetly
well.

The ufe of the bark, in the moft irregular inter-
mittent diforders, is very happily fo well known in this
ifland, that it might perhaps have been thought need-
lefs to have recited any cafe merely in confirmation of
this praitice : and I am too well aware of the infuffici-
ency of every thing, but a number of facts on which
to found any philofophical truth, to prefume to reft
any thing on one fingle inftance only. But the cafe
above related is of fo very extraordinary a kind, as
to make it worthy of being mentioned, both on its
own account, and for that analogy, which being
found by experience to fubfift between difeafes, af-
fords the furtft method of reafoning on practicat
fubje@s. - The two remarkable circumftances of this
cafe are, the delirium’s coming on, and continuing,
without any exacerbation of the pulfe; and the
bark’s proving fo fpeedy and effeCtual a remedy, tho”
given at a time, when there was no appearance of any
remiffion of the fymptom, which it was intended to
remove, It hath been thought, that a quick pulfe fis

o



[ 613 ]

fo efiential to the definition of a fever, as to be a
pathognomonic fymptom of it. But experience is
againft this notion: perhaps the prefent cafe is a
proof -of the contraty, however this be, there have
not been wanting inftances, in which, towards the
end of a fever, the pulfe has grown quiet, without
the abatement of any other fymptom, and the pa-
tient hath generally lain comatofe, and with the ap-
pearance of one, who hath taken a large quantity of
opinm. Galen, in the third book of the Prefages of
the Pulfe, mentions this {ymptom, and pronounces
it to be almoft a fatal fign: and the fame thing hath
happened in more inftances than one, which have
come to my knowlege. May not then the above-
recited cafe lead to this ufeful inquiry, Whether in
fevers of every kind, when the pulfe is quiet, the
bark is not proper to be given, and likely to prove a
remedy? In this cafe it proved abfolutely fuch : and
that it is at leaft a fafe medicine in all fuch cafes, in
which any praitioner of experience or Judgment
would ever think of giving it, is now certainly known.,
For my own part, Ican fafcly declare, that in near
ten years experience of it in Guy’s-Hofpital, during
‘which time I find I have given it, on different occa-
fions, to above five hundred patients in that houfe
only, I never, from the moft accurate obfervation I
could make, faw it do any harm, or bring on any
bad fymptom, even in cafes where it did not {ucceed
according to the intention for which it was ordered ;
and (which I have thought worth remarking) in
chronical cafes, even in thofe, where the bark hath
been by many thought the moft prejudicial, when,
on the coming on of an intermittent fever, the bark
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hath been neceffary to cure this fecondary difeafe,
the original diftemper hath gone on, according to
the beft judgment I could form of it, exactly in the
fame manner, as it would have done had the bark
never been given.

LXXXII. An Account of an Earthquake felt
at Lingfield in Surrey, and Edenbridge in
Kent, on the 24th of Janu'xry 1758. By
James Burrow, Efg; R.S. 7.

Read April 6, I N the London Chronicle, N°. 181,

1758. publithed on the 25th of February
1748, in page 185, is the following article : ¢« We
¢ hear, that about two 0’ clock in the morning of
‘« the z4.th of laft month” (which was the month
of January), *“ an Earthquake was felt in the pa-
¢« rifhes of VVorthe, and Eaft-Grinfted, in Suffex;
« Lingfield, in Surrey; and Edenbridge, in Kent;
¢ and other adjacent places: which alarmed feveral
« of the inhabitants very much; but no damage
¢« enfued.”

Mr. Burrow, having fome conneétion with thefe
two laft parlfhes of Lingfield and Edenbridge, im-
mediately wrote to the Rev. Mr. Goodricke of Ling-
field, to inquire into the truth of this report: and
Mr. Goodnckes anfwer confirmed the fa& of its
being felt there, and at other adjacent places; and
added, “ that it fhook the beds and windows, ard

“ made



